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Dr. Fred Troutt 
oversees the Food 
Animal Production 
Medicine
Consortium, which is 
conducting research 
to improve consumer 
food safety
H m proving consumer food safety is the goal of a unique partnership formed 
between industry, government and academia. The trio of organizations have joined 
forces to eventually develop management recommendations designed to minimize 
the number of pathogens present in cull dairy cattle at slaughter. Results of the 
project may also contribute to improved decisions regarding culling dairy cattle.
Members of the Food Animal Production Medicine Consortium, an organiza­
tion of six veterinary institutions which cooperate on livestock health teaching 
programs, have received $235,000 from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) to investigate the presence of salmonella 
in slaughtered cull dairy catde. The National Milk Producers Federation (NMPF) 
is assisting with the project, and will share results with the dairy industry.
Since 1993, there have been a number of serious outbreaks of foodborne illness 
associated with consumption of ground beef products (not necessarily related to 
cull dairy cows). Researchers want to determine how human pathogens may get 
into packaged products such as ground hamburger, so they can recommend ways 
to prevent the problem.
Though E. coli 0157:H7 has been the culprit in many of the food poisoning 
cases, researchers will be looking at salmonella because of the suspected higher 
prevalence of that organism. With either organism, fecal contamination is 
thought to be the source of carcass contamination.
The investigators’ long-range goal is to focus on pre-harvest management and 
transportation strategies which might minimize the risk of foodborne disease out­
breaks. The study may be able to determine risk factors associated with transpor­
tation management practices and provide guidance to producers, veterinarians, 
transportation personnel, and FSIS personnel regarding handling practices.
In a national pilot demonstration project utilizing five widely-scattered slaugh­
ter locations, researchers will sample cull dairy catde for the presence of salmonella 
species. They hope to develop insights into factors that may reduce the presence 
of this pathogen at slaughter.
Dr. H. Fred Troutt, coordinator of the Food Animal Production Medicine 
Consortium which is headquartered at the University of Illinois College of Veteri­
nary Medicine, notes that a cull dairy cow in poor health and body condition pre­
sented for slaughter is possibly at greater risk for shedding human pathogens than 
a cull dairy cow in good health and body condition. If this is the case, then con­
crete recommendations can be developed to promote enhanced quality assurance 
of cull dairy cows. This is the long-range goal of this alliance between industry, 
academia, and FSIS. ■
Bute Doesn’t W orsen R acetrack 
Bleeders, Illinois Researchers Find
BY TANIA BANAK
E lo st racehorses receive phenylbu­
tazone, an anti-inflammatory drug 
commonly known as bute. When it 
was reported that bute may have a 
detrimental effect on a horse’s heart 
and lung function, the racehorse 
industry took notice.
Could this commonly-used ache-and- 
pain reliever be exacerbating bleeding 
in racehorses? Or causing horses’ hearts 
to work harder than necessary?
With funding from the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture and the 
Chicago Horsemen’s Benevolent and 
Protective Association, Inc., researchers 
at the University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine resolved to 
answer those questions. They found 
that bute did not increase 
either heart rate or 
p u l m o n a r y
<lung)
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capillary blood pressure in racehorses.
According to Dr. Murli Manohar, 
professor of physiology at the veteri­
nary college and one of the principal 
investigators on the project, seven fit, 
sound Thoroughbred horses were 
studied on three separate occasions 
(7 days apart). In the control study, 
horses received no bute. In the second 
study, horses received bute 24 hours 
prior to exercise, mirroring actual 
track conditions. In the third set of 
experiments, horses received bute 
one hour before exercise, to emulate 
the study which claimed bute 
affected racehorses.
Using a high-speed treadmill, the 
horses were brought to work at their 
maximum heart rate and then 
physiologic measurements 
were taken.
“We wanted to do the study 
at maximal heart rate to simu­
late the racetrack setting,”
Dr. Manohar said. “We measured 
heart rate, right atrial blood pressure, 
and blood pressure in the pulmonary 
artery, pulmonary capillaries, and 
pulmonary veins. Bute had no effect 
on any of these readings.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Dates to Remember
§ Jo b  M arkets, Adm issions and 
1 D iagnostics
BY DR. TED VALLI
D o w  that the warm weather has arrived and the spring breezes bring messages of fertility 
from the South Farms, we can reflect on the bitter cold of January and be glad that it has 
passed. If those cold breezes from my former stomping ground were part of the free-trade 
agreement, we made a poor deal!
The Class of 1996 once again enters on a bright future and what we know to be a 
strong job market. Unfortunately, one of my projects as incoming president of the 
Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges will be to help resolve the disparity 
in the job market as it is perceived by our colleges of veterinary medicine and some members 
of the practicing profession. We do need better information on the characteristics of 
successful practices and how these attributes can be integrated into our teaching programs. All of our schools will need to 
consider the implications of rising tuition and student debt on our ability to attract outstanding candidates to our profession 
as well as to not price the opportunity to become a veterinarian out of the reach of some. We are working hard to increase 
our scholarship support for professional students as the very generous tuition waiver process which has been in effect at the 
University of Illinois comes under review.
A major development in our admission process was undertaken this year under the leadership of Dr. Gay Miller, Associate 
Dean for Academic and Student Affairs. We are again interviewing students for admission to the professional program in 
a structured format that includes multiple four-person teams. The teams receive orientation to ensure a uniform evaluative 
process. I am most pleased that one member of each interview team is drawn from the practicing profession, with a junior or 
senior student and two faculty completing the team. We are most appreciative of the efforts of Dr. Paul and Nancy Leonard 
in assisting in our interview teams and process. I am sure that opening this process to participation by nonfaculty veterinarians 
will serve to both increase the quality of the selection process and the general confidence in this very important aspect of 
our College operations. I am confident that the efforts of Dr. Miller, the faculty, and our practicing supporters will give us 
an excellent class of candidates who will enter the profession at the turn of the century.
I am delighted to be able to report that Dr. John Andrews, Professor of Pathology at Iowa State University, is now the 
Director of the Laboratories of Veterinary Diagnostic Medicine (LVDM) at the University of Illinois. Dr. Andrews comes to 
us with a stellar background in diagnostic medicine. I am confident that he will bring experienced and spirited leadership to 
this service and the impact of his work will be felt by an increased quality of service available to referring veterinarians and 
companion animal and livestock owners. I am also pleased to report that Dr. Andrews’ appointment was strongly supported 
at the campus level with recognition that the services provided by the LVDM constitute an important part of the College and 
the campus Outreach Program and form an important personal link between University faculty and animal owners and producers.
Dr. Andrews’ addition to the College accompanies a long-awaited inception of a new diagnostic informatics program 
which links all areas of the Laboratory in a common database. With initiative from Dr. Richard Hull of the Illinois Depart­
ment of Agriculture, we plan to develop a statewide network that links the Diagnostic Laboratories in Urbana, Centralia, 
Galesburg, Springfield, and even the Zoological Pathology Program in Chicago in a single disease-reporting system. In 
operation, this database will assist us in tracking outbreaks of disease on an epidemiological basis and, as well, will provide 
researchers with a basis for prioritizing their research goals.
The University of Illinois is putting a lot of effort into reviewing the Cooperative Extension system and has assembled a 
blue-ribbon committee to determine how the service part of our land grant mission can best be affected with recognition 
of the federal budgetary constraints. We are pleased that Dr. J. Wayne Rehn, formerly of Alpha, 111., and now with the 
AVMA Professional Liability Insurance Trust, is ably serving on this committee. Since there is no substitute for the personal 
touch in Extension, we might consider how the practicing veterinarians could be involved in this process since they are 
on-site, self-employed, and have close personal contacts to affect efficient transfer of knowledge.
In closing, we thank all supporters of the College including animal referrals, the Companion Animal Memorial Fund, 
College Achievement Fund, and the Wildlife Clinic. ■
Dr. W h itte m  Jo in s  Illinois A s  
C lin ica l P h a rm a co lo g istNewFaculty
Dr. Ted Whittem
has joined the veteri­
nary biosciences faculty 
as an assistant professor 
in veterinary clinical 
pharmacology as of 
January 4, 1996. He 
is housed in the Large 
Animal Clinic, where 
he can conveniently consult with 
clinicians on cases.
Prior to accepting the position at 
Illinois, Dr. Whittem was a senior lec­
turer in veterinary clinical pharmacol­
ogy and toxicology at Massey University’s 
veterinary college in New Zealand.
An Australian native, he earned his
BVSc degree from the University of 
Melbourne in 1980. He practiced for 
seven years, then returned to school, 
earning a PhD in pharmacology from 
the University of Georgia at Athens in 
1991. Concurrendy, he completed a 
residency in toxicology.
In 1994, Dr. Whittem became 
board certified with the American 
College of Veterinary Clinical Pharma­
cology. He also earned the Australian 
equivalent, Fellowship of the Austra­
lian College of Veterinary Scientists, 
Chapter of Pharmacology.
At Illinois, he will teach pharmacol­
ogy to second-year veterinary students 
in cooperation with others. He will
also consult with clinicians on cases 
with difficult therapeutics and/or cases 
involving therapeutic drug monitoring. 
He plans to collaborate with Dr. Carol 
Davis in the drug analytical laboratory.
Dr. Whittem also plans to continue 
his research in pharmacokinetics, drug 
interactions, and in thyroid hormone 
processing or action in the kidney.
He and his wife, Vanessa, a CPA, 
have three children. James is 5, 
Cassandra is 2, and Beth is 10 weeks. 
They enjoy sailing on large bodies of 
water, though that may prove difficult 
in central Illinois.
April 27,1996 — Awards and Scholar­
ship program and banquet, Urbana, III. 
Contact Academic & Student Affairs 
Office (217/333-1192).
May 12,1996 — Commencement, 
Urbana, III. Contact Academic & Stu­
dent Affairs Office (217/333-1192).
May 27,1996 — Memorial Day, 
all-campus holiday.
June 30,1996 -  Illinois Academy of 
Veterinary Medicine Seminar, Arlington 
Park Hilton, Arlington Heights, III.
Dr. Marvin Olmstead will speak on 
"You-Can-Do-lt-ln-Practice" Orthopedics. 
Contact Dr. David Saidel, 
(847/394-1128) or FAX: (847/394-1175).
July 4,1996 -  Fourth of July, 
all-campus holiday.
July 23,1996 — Alumni Reception, 
AVMA Convention,
Louisville, Kentucky. Contact 
Terry Rathgeber (217/333-2762).
August 9-18,1996 — Illinois State Fair, 
Springfield, III. Contact Kimberly 
Meenen (217/333-2907).
August 24 - September 2,1996
— Illinois State Fair, DuQuoin, III. 
Contact Kimberly Meenen 
(217/333-2907).
September 2,1996 -  Labor Day, 
all-campus holiday.
September 7,1996 — CVM Alumni 
Board Meeting, Urbana, III. Contact 
Dr. Erwin Small (217/333-6763).
September 7,1996 — Deans Club 
Tent Party, Urbana, III. University of 
Southern California is the football 
foe. Contact Terry Rathgeber 
(217/333-2762).
October 3-4,1996 — Annual Fall 
Conference for Veterinarians,
Urbana, III. Contact the CEPS 
Office (217/333-2907).
October 5 ,1996 — Fall Conference 
Tent Party, Urbana, III. Indiana is the 
football foe. Contact Terry Rathgeber 
(217/333-2762).
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C o lle g e  Im p le m e n ts  M ic ro s c o p e  R e n ta ls  for 
V e te rin a ry  S tu d e n ts
|
>(s
Dr. Rex Hess (center, 
standing) is available 
to help students as 
they examine tissue 
slides through the 
college's new 
microscopes.
Beginning with the ’96-’97 school year, veterinary students at the college will 
rent rather than purchase microscopes. The goal of this new program is to provide 
the same quality of microscopes for all students. In the past, some students were 
hindered in class when they tried to cut costs by purchasing a lower quality microscope.
The new microscopes, Olympus CH2 binocular with D Plan Acromat objec­
tives, would cost students about $2,000 if they had to purchase them on their 
own. The rental program will cost each student $500 over two years. Freshmen 
and sophomores will share the microscopes.
Features of the microscopes include an adjustable pre-focus stop to prevent 
slide breakage. They have a detachable power cord that is attached at an angle 
to relieve stress when storing. A separate on/off switch and rheostat should 
prove more reliable. The binocular bodies have prisms for better contrast 
and brightness.
One potential drawback is that graduating students will not have a microscope 
that they can keep. However, the majority of students in the past elected to sell 
their microscopes because the practices they entered already had microscopes.
The university campus provided the veterinary college with a loan for the 
microscopes. The loan will be paid back with proceeds from the rental fees. 
According to Dr. Gay Miller, associate dean for academic affairs at the college, 
‘This is not a money-making plan for the college. Once the microscopes are paid 
off, any extra money generated will go toward purchasing multi-headed teaching 
scopes and other instrumentation that will enhance teaching.” It will also be 
necessary to maintain the microscopes in top shape.
Rentals were optional for the ’95-’96 school year. Approximately two-thirds of 
chat class opted to rent.
M icroscopes Offered for Sale to Veterinarians
Microscopes may be available from students from previous classes. To obtain 
i  copy of a list of veterinary students who would like to sell their microscopes, in­
terested practitioners should contact Kara Kelleher/VM 2/Microscopes, UI 
College of Veterinary Medicine, do  Academic Affairs Office, 2001 S. Lincoln 
&ve., Urbana, IL 61801. Most microscopes are at least flat field at 40 power. 
They are binocular and have 4X, 10X, 40X and 100X lenses. Most are either 
Olympus or Nikon brands.
Within the “ C-FAR Awards Vet M ed Researchers $133IC story, 
which appeared in the Winter 1995 Veterinary Report (Vol. 19, 
No. 4), all investigator’s names were not included. Investigators on 
the Illinois Animal Health Monitoring System project include 
Drs. E.C. Hahn, G.Y. Miller, and Gail Scherba in addition to Dr. R.M. 
Weigel. We apologize for the omission.
orrection
C a ll of th e  W ild:
V e te rin a ry  S tu d e n ts  R e sp ond to  Z o o s ’ P leas
BY JIM BARLOW, UI NEWS BUREAU
Ruth MacPete treated ill and 
injured animals, and advised a 
veterinary surgeon during a life­
saving operation on a venomous 
pit viper in a Ukrainian zoo.
Shannon Parsons set up a veteri­
nary clinic and taught workers 
in a Guatemalan zoo how to test 
animal feces for parasites.
These were summer jobs, but 
neither woman was paid for her 
efforts. The third-year students 
in the University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine were volunteers who 
answered separate calls for help from economically troubled zoos.
MacPete spent almost six weeks at Ukraine’s national zoo in Kiev, the capital 
city, where she delivered donations of cash, food, vitamins, medicine, supplies and 
laboratory equipment. Zoo funds from the state have been scarce since the fall of 
the Soviet Union and Ukraine’s independence in 1991.
Parsons took donated medicine and equipment to the Minerva Zoo, which 
houses some 100 animals in Xela (SHAY-la). The city o f70,000 people, known 
officially as Quetzaltenango, is northeast of Guatemala City.
MacPete went to Kiev after reading a letter from the zoo’s director about how 
a lack of funding was threatening the well-being of some 2,000 animals.
MacPete launched a fund-raising drive, gathering more than $1,500 in cash 
and more than $6,000 in donations of medical supplies and pharmaceuticals for 
the inner-city zoo, which opened in 1908 and annually attracts some 900,000 
visitors. Among the supplies was a desperately needed blow pipe, donated by 
the president of Wildlife Pharmaceuticals, for immobilizing large animals with 
tranquilizers if they escape or need medical care.
On her arrival, MacPete found a zoo with a crumbling infrastructure: cracked 
floors and walls, chipped paint, habitats without toys or enough space for animals 
to exercise, cramped bear habitats with unusable pools, deteriorating cage wiring 
that primates were tearing off and eating, and an aging veterinary clinic with few 
supplies and no laboratory equipment.
MacPete, who lived with the zoo’s interpreter, successfully treated numerous 
animals, including a pit viper that had quit eating. In a previous surgery, it had 
been left with some of its ovaries intact. MacPete consulted a textbook on reptiles 
she had taken with her, and she found that sperm can remain in the ovaries for up 
to a year. They operated and removed a mummified mass that had resulted from 
a delayed, failed pregnancy.
“I got the satisfaction of being able to help the animals, and giving the zoo workers 
hope that things will get better,” she said.
Parsons' hopes for a trip to Guatemala 
almost didn’t materialize. She replied 
to a plea for help at the Minerva Zoo 
written by a Peace Corps volunteer in 
January, but never got a reply.
It was late May, after she had taken a 
summer laboratory job in the U. of I.’s 
veterinary pathobiology department, 
before she received a call from the zoo’s 
director, asking when she would arrive. 
She left July 4 for a 3 1/2 week stay.
Parsons, who speaks Spanish and had 
attended language-school in Guatemala 
on a previous visit, managed to set up 
a veterinary clinic, using unused 
furniture and cabinets in the zoo’s 
administration building — the only 
roofed structure and the only building with electricity.
“It is a small zoo. You can see everything there is to see in 10 minutes of walk­
ing,” she said. “The habitats are really small. The small mammals and the birds 
were in pretty good condition, but not great. The large animals had small spaces; 
they didn’t even have room to pace back and forth.”
Her make-shift: clinic was designed to test the animals for parasites through 
fecal checks. She labeled the medical supplies in both Spanish and English, and 
she tried to teach the zoo staff how to collect fecal samples and conduct the tests.
“Things moved very slowly,” she said. “I had to be creative. I left a lot of 
instructions on how to perform tasks. I taught them how to do things, but I don’t 
know what may have been lost in translation or what may be lost over time. I 
feel a little frustrated, but I feel like I accomplished some really good things. I 
hope that I planted some seeds for improving the animal care.” ■
Ruth MacPete
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R in d erp est V a c c in e  A d d re s s e d  D u ring
countries suffer the greatest economic 
losses due to rinderpest.
In collaboration with Dr. M.S. 
Shaila at the Indian Institute of Science, 
Dr. Tripathy began creating a recom­
binant vaccine in which a gene from 
rinderpest virus will be inserted into 
the pox virus genome. Most of the 
preliminary work has been done. 
When this work is completed, the vac­
cine should be able to protect catde 
from rinderpest while at the same time 
maintaining its efficacy in warm tem­
peratures.
Dr. Tripathy has already developed 
recombinant vaccines for poultry and 
swine using fowl pox and swine pox 
viruses respectively.
E x tra m u ra l M S D e gre e  P ro g ra m  in P re ve n tive  
V e te rin a ry  M e dic in e  In stitu te d
In August 1996, the college will institute an extramural Master of Science in 
Preventive Veterinary Medicine degree program. Designed for food animal veteri­
narians, the program will provide graduate training in epidemiology, biostatistics, 
biomedical computing, animal health economics, and herd health management, 
culminating in an MS degree.
Much like the Executive Veterinary Program (EVP), students will visit the 
campus for two to three days at monthly or semi-monthly intervals for concen­
trated coursework. The program, sponsored by the Division of Epidemiology 
and Preventive Medicine in the Department of Veterinary Pathobiology, should 
take approximately three years.
The program’s primary goal is to provide food animal veterinarians with analytic 
skills needed for improved livestock herd health management and disease preven­
tion. An added benefit is that these skills will position veterinarians for 
opportunities in industry and government.
Students may enter this MS program direcdy, or upon completion of the 
college’s Executive Veterinary Program. Both past and current EVP participants 
can earn credits toward the extramural MS program. The EVP program enhances 
the MS program with training in communication and veterinary consultation as 
well as business management and organizational skills.
For more information about the MS Program in Preventive Veterinary Medicine, 
contact Dr. Ron Weigel at 217/244-1365 or 217/333-2449 (email: weigel@uiuc.edu).
o
Dr. Tom Goetz (left) 
and Dr. Murli Manohar 
review pulmonary 
hemodynamic data 
from their bute 
research project.
Fu lb rig h t Fe llo w sh ip
Dr. Deoki 
T ripathy, veterinary 
pathobiology, 
spent August 
through mid-De­
cember 1995 on a 
Fulbright Research 
Fellowship at the 
Indian Institute
of Science, Bangalore, India. He was 
working on a recombinant vaccine 
which will be effective against rinderpest, 
a highly contagious disease of catde 
and buffaloes in Asia.
The vaccine that is currendy available 
against this disease needs constant 
refrigerauon, which can be a problem in 
tropical countries. As a result, tropical
In fact, he notes that six of the seven 
horses used in the study were bleeders. 
None of them bled more severely than 
before, regardless of whether or when 
they received bute.
Dr. Tom Goetz, an equine clinician 
at the veterinary college and co-inves­
tigator on the project, speculates that 
the other study may have used less- 
conditioned horses, which might 
explain why the horses’ heart rates 
went up. And because racehorses do 
not receive bute one hour prior to a
race, the original study did not prop­
erly simulate the racetrack setting.
The Illinois study was specifically 
targeted towards race conditions. “We 
looked at not only the acute effects 
of bute but at the clinical effects,”
Dr. Goetz points out. The horses were 
extensively exercise-trained prior to 
the project to simulate racetrack practice.
They concluded that bute does 
not change cardio-pulmonary pres­
sures in any way that would affect 
bleeding in racehorses.
T h ird  S w in e  E V P  S e t Fo r A u g u s t
The College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Illinois is accepting 
participants for the third Executive Veterinary Program (EVP) Certificate in 
Swine Health Management. The program will begin this August and continue 
until June 1998. Enrollment is limited to 42 DVMs with at least two years of 
work experience.
The EVP will cover essential aspects of swine production and health mainte­
nance in order to enhance the management, consultative, and problem-solving 
skills of swine veterinarians. Offered in a continuing education format, the EVP is 
a comprehensive interdisciplinary certificate program distinct from many tradi­
tional post-DVM graduate programs. Twelve interactive learning modules will be 
held every other month for three days each (Wednesday through Friday) over a 
two-year period. Topics will overlap between modules to provide time to absorb 
the material presented, complete assigned work, and evaluate subject matter. The 
EVP instructors are selected from academia and industry.
Participants may also apply coursework earned through the swine EVP as 
partial credit toward a Master’s degree at the University of Illinois (see adjacent 
story on“Extramural MS Degree Program in Preventive Veterinary Medicine 
Instituted”) or at Iowa State University. For details on the University of Illinois 
MS Program, contact Dr. Ron Weigel (phone: 217/244-1365 or 217/333-2449, 
FAX: 217/244-7421, e-mail: weigel@uiuc.edu). For details on the Iowa State 
University program, contact Dr. Brad Thacker (phone: 515/294-3837,
FAX: 515/294-9281, e-mail: bthacker@iastate.edu).
Developed by the college’s Veterinary Continuing Education-Public Service/ 
Extension Office, the initial two-year Certificate Program in Swine Health Man­
agement began in September 1991. Over 80 veterinarians have since completed 
the program. Contact Dr. LeRoy Biehl or Dr. Kristi Green at 217/333-2907 
for EVP registration details.
S w in e  C e rtific a te  
P ro g ra m  M odules
N*
Swine Industry Trends / Information Technology /
Computer Applications
5 5 5  August 7-9, 1996
Sponsor: Hoffmann La Roche 
(Optional EVP computer workshop August 5-6)
Communication and Veterinary Consultation
October 16-18, 1996, Sponsor: NOBL Laboratories
Leadership and Organizational Behavior
December 4-6, 1996, Sponsor: Hoechst-Roussel Agri-Vet Company
Economics
February 5-7, 1997, Sponsor: Pharmacia & Upjohn
Financial Management
April9-11, 1997, Sponsor: Pfizer Animal Health
Marketing
June 11-13, 1997, Sponsor: Merck AgVet
Genetics / Meat Quality / Biostatistics Part I
August 6-8, 1997, Sponsor: Pig Improvement Company
Reproduction / Biostatistics Part II
October 8-10, 1997, Sponsor: National Pork Producers Council
Environmental Monitoring / Legal Issues
December 3-5, 1997
Sponsor: American Association of Swine Practitioners Foundation 
Nutrition and Food Safety
February 4-6, 1998, Sponsor: Archer Daniels Midland Company
Epidemiology and Disease Control
April 8-10, 1998, Sponsor: BAYER Corporation
Group Presentations and Graduation
June 10-12, 1998, Sponsor: ELANCO
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■  Col. Gale D. Taylor (IL 57), Ur- 
bana, Illinois, was elected president of 
the East Central Retired Military O f­
ficers Association during the organiza­
tion’s winter meeting, held on January 
20, 1996 in Urbana, 111. Dr. Taylor 
currently serves as director of labora­
tory animal care at the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine.
■  Several Illinois veterinarians were 
elected to the Illinois State Veterinary 
Medical Association (ISVMA) board 
during the organization’s February 
9-11, 1996 annual meeting.
Dr. Thomas Russell (ISU 62), 
Glenview, 111., was elected president. 
Dr. William McEniry (ISU 60), 
Ashton, 111., is president-elect.
Dr. Al Day (IL 61), Watseka, 111., is 
immediate past-president.
Dr. J. Wayne Rehn (IL 61), Alpha, 
111., was presented with the President’s 
Award for extraordinary participation 
in organized veterinary medicine in 
Illinois. Drs. Wesley Bieritz (IL 63), 
Danville, 111., and William McEniry 
(ISU 60) each received a Service 
Award for activities which promote 
the image of veterinary medicine for
the ISVMA
Eleven veterinarians became 
ISVMA Life Members for having 
completed 35 years of active member­
ship. They included Dr. Carl 
Armstrong (IL 61), Quincy, 111.;
Dr. Ernest Boone (OSU 56), Oak 
Brook, 111.; Dr. Julian Connolly 
(OSU 61), Franklin Park, 111.;
Dr. Harry Cook (MIN 53), St. 
Charles, 111.; Dr. Albert Day (IL 61), 
Watseka, 111.; Dr. Richard Hull (MO 
59), Griggsville, 111.; Dr. Duane 
Huwe (MIN 61), Morton, 111.; Dr. 
Robert Kinser (IL 61), Carlinville,
111.; Dr. Robert Mahr (MSU 60), 
Palatine, 111.; Dr. J. Wayne Rehn (IL 
61), Alpha, 111.; and Dr. Vladimir 
Sokolovsky (VIE 45), Darien, 111.
■  Dr. J. Wayne Rehn (IL 61),
Alpha, Illinois, has been selected as a 
member of the Commission on the 
Illinois Cooperative Extension Service 
(CES) by the University of Illinois’ 
chancellor Michael Aiken. Members 
will study and make recommendations 
concerning CES programming, struc­
ture and future. Nineteen individuals, 
representing the people of Illinois and 
their diverse interests, were chosen 
from more than 240 nominations.
Dr. Rehn formerly practiced in Alpha, 
111. He is now with the AVMA Profes­
sional Liability Insurance Trust.
■  Col. Jerry W. 
Davis (IL 66), 
Springfield, Virginia, 
received the James A. 
McCallam Award in 
recognition of out­
standing accomplish­
ments in the field of 
medicine and health. 
The award, presented by the Associa­
tion of Military Surgeons of the 
United States, consisted of a plaque 
and $1,000. Dr. Davis recendy retired 
from the U.S. Air Force. Dr. Davis 
was cited for his lifetime devotion 
to the improvement of health care 
delivery and profound contribution 
in the areas of veterinary medicine 
and public health.
■  Dr. William Wright (IL 66), 
Springfield, Illinois, received the 1995 
Constituent Leadership Award in 
December from the University of Illi­
nois Alumni Association. The award 
is given to alumni who demonstrate 
extraordinary leadership and/or specific 
effort in the organization, management 
and support of the Alumni Association. 
University of Illinois president James 
Stukel and Alumni Association president 
Robert Plummer presented the award.
■  Dr. Eric Trotter (IL 70), an associ­
ate professor in surgery at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York, received 
the Carl J. Norden Distinguished 
Teacher Award at Cornell’s veterinary 
school. The award, which recognizes 
exceptional contributions to the veteri­
nary medical profession, is sponsored 
by Pfizer Animal Health. Recipients 
are selected by their respective schools.
■  Dr. Lewis Thomas (IL 71), state 
veterinarian and director of the West 
Virginia Department of Agriculture’s 
Animal Health Division in Charleston, 
West Virginia, recently received
a service award from the National 
Assembly of Chief Livestock Health 
Officials. The annual award honors 
professionals for outstanding service 
and accomplishments in programs 
related to animal and human health 
and regulatory veterinary medicine.
Dr. Thomas oversees the various testing 
and health programs aimed at West 
Virginia’s livestock and other animals. 
He helps guide policies and proce­
dures that affect not only animal 
health but human health as well.
■  Dr. Richard Nye (IL 76), 
Westchester, 111., was featured in the 
River Grove Messenger for his exotic 
animal practice. The Midwest Bird 
and Exotic Animal Hospital was the 
first practice in the country devoted 
exclusively to birds and exotic animals 
when it opened in 1985. Dr. Nye and 
Dr. Susan Brown (Purdue 76) 
founded the hospital. Plans are under­
way to expand the facility this spring.
■  Dr. Richard M. DeBowes (IL 79), 
Manhattan, Kansas, has been named 
head of the Department of Clinical 
Sciences at Kansas State University’s 
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital 
following completion of a national 
search. He is responsible for depart­
mental academic programs as well as 
the Veterinary Medicine Teaching 
Hospital. He continues to serve as a 
professor of equine surgery. He is 
involved in clinical orthopedic 
research, specifically in areas of cartilage 
and tendon physiology, injury and 
repair. He notes that he has pursued 
general aviation on the side, having 
secured his single engine, multi-engine, 
and instrument ratings.
■  Dr. Steve Fox (IL 80), Dallas, 
Texas, has taken a position with Pfizer 
Animal Health as a veterinary technical 
services representative. He had been 
serving as senior lecturer at Massey 
University in New Zealand, where he 
taught orthopedic surgery. While at 
Massey, he earned an MBA degree in 
entrepreneurship and new ventures 
and a PhD degree in pain management.
■  Dr. Don Knowles (IL 82), Pullman, 
Washington, has been appointed as 
research leader of the USDA’s Animal 
Disease Research Unit at the Wash­
ington State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine. He had served 
as medical officer and animal care 
veterinarian with the USDA in the 
Department of Veterinary Microbiology 
and Pathology at Washington State 
since 1982. He earned a PhD in 
molecular virology from WSU in 
1988. He is well known for his
work leading to the production of a 
diagnostic test for catde with certain 
persistent infections. In horses, he has 
developed methods of identifying cer­
tain disease-carrying animals, making 
import and export less restrictive.
■  Dr. Robert Bramel (IL 52), 
Basking Ridge, New Jersey, died on 
December 30,1995. He worked in 
animal science research for Merck 
Laboratory for 23 years before he 
retired in 1978. He then opened a 
private practice specializing in cats. 
His wife, Marjorie, and two sons and 
a daughter survive.
■  Mrs. May Brandly, 88, Urbana, 
Illinois, wife of the former Dr. Carl 
Brandly, passed away on January 18, 
1996. Dr. Brandly was the college’s 
second dean. He served the college 
from 1956 to 1968. Dr. Brandly 
died in 1979.
Veterinary
REPORT
■  Dr. Kip Lemke (IL 83), Prince 
Edward Island, Canada, was recendy 
board certified in the American College 
of Veterinary Anesthesiologists. Others 
certified include Dr. Hui Chu Lin 
(IL MS 90), of Auburn’s College
of Veterinary Medicine, Alabama;
Dr. Jeff Ko (IL MS 87), of Florida’s 
College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Gainesville; and Dr. Marjorie Gross 
(IL MS 89), of Missouri’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Columbia. All 
four completed anesthesiology resi­
dencies at Illinois.
■  Dr. Anthony Frank (IL 85), an 
assistant professor in pathology at 
Colorado State University, Fort Collins, 
received the Carl J. Norden Distin­
guished Teacher Award at Colorado’s 
veterinary school. The award, which 
recognizes exceptional contributions 
to the veterinary medical profession,
is sponsored by Pfizer Animal Health. 
Recipients are selected by their 
respective schools.
■  Dr. Randy Junge (IL 85), St. Louis, 
Missouri, was pictured on the cover 
of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch Sunday 
Magazine December 17, 1995.
The magazine ran a story about the 
St. Louis Zoo, where Dr. Junge works 
as a veterinarian.
■  Dr. Laura Dill Morton (IL PhD 91), 
of Baxter Healthcare Corporation, 
Round Lake, 111., and Dr. Timothy 
Bertram (formerly an assistant profes­
sor of veterinary pathobiology at the 
college), Procter and Gamble, Ross, 
Ohio, have been chosen as section 
editors for Toxicologic Pathology, the 
journal of the Society of Toxicologic 
Pathologists. Dr. Bertram will oversee 
“investigative toxicologic pathology.” 
Dr. Dill Morton will oversee “news
in toxicologic pathology.”
■  Dr. Lane Kinsey
(IL 75), Arvada, Colo­
rado, died on October 
29, 1995. He owned a 
small animal practice 
and served as president of the Denver 
Area Veterinary Medical Society.
■  Dr. Miodrag Ristic, 77, retired 
professor in veterinary pathobiology, 
passed away on February 6, 1996 in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. He joined the 
college faculty in 1959 and was inter­
nationally recognized for his research 
on hemotropic and rickettsial diseases. 
He retired in 1988. His wife, Ingrid, 
and a daughter survive.
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•Dr. Ronald D. Smith,
veterinary pathobiol- 
ogy, and Dr. Paula J. 
Fedorka-Cray, USDA- 
ARS-National Animal 
Disease Center, Ames, Iowa, organized 
a “Hazard Analysis and Critical Control 
Point (HACCP) Symposium” last 
November. The symposium, which 
brought together industry, commodity 
groups, animal health researchers and 
those responsible for designing/imple- 
menting HACCP programs, was held 
in conjunction with the annual Con­
ference of Research Workers in Animal 
Diseases (CRW AD) in Chicago, 
Illinois. The symposium attracted 
approximately 150 attendees. The 
entire HACCP Symposium Proceedings 
are available over the World Wide 
Web at: http://www.cvm.uiuc.edu/ 
haccp/symposium/tide.html
• Scott Nebergall, third-year veteri­
nary student, has been selected as 
Pfizer student representative at Illinois. 
Each veterinary school in the U.S. and 
Canada chooses a student to fill this 
role annually. The student rep is 
responsible for hosting an educational 
seminar on campus featuring a Pfizer 
Technical Services veterinarian as 
speaker. They also participate in a 
tour of the company’s manufacturing 
facility in Lincoln, Nebraska plus 
attend a national or regional veterinary 
meeting of their choice.
• Dr. Wanda Haschek-Hock,
professor and veterinary pathobiology 
department head, has been named as a 
new associate editor for Fundamental 
and Applied Toxicology, one of two 
official journals of the Society of 
Toxicology. She was approved by 
the society’s Board of Publications 
based on her recognized expertise 
in toxicologic pathology.
• Dr. David J. Schaeffer, associate 
professor of veterinary biosciences in 
toxicology, recendy attained board 
certification with the American Board 
of Forensic Medicine. The American 
Board of Forensic Medicine is a mem­
ber board of the American College
of Forensic Examiners, of which Dr. 
Schaeffer became a diplomate last year.
• Dr. James Zachary, associate 
professor of veterinary pathobiology, 
has been reappointed for a second 
four-year term as editor of Veterinary 
Pathologists, the official journal
of the American College of 
Veterinary Pathologists.
• Six graduate students in veterinary 
pathobiology were named CFAR 
fellows for the 1995-96 academic year. 
Recipients are Carrie Argyilan, Julie 
Funk, Julie Johnson, Sara Lanka, 
Nora Mateus, and Geof Smith. 
Fellows receive a stipend, modest 
financial support for research supplies, 
and travel expenses to attend meetings 
where they will present their current 
results. Supported by the Illinois 
Council on Food and Agriculture 
Research, the CFAR fellowships sup­
port graduate students engaged in 
research related to pre-harvest food safety.
• Eli Lilly and Company, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, is in its third year of sponsor­
ing a seminar series at the college. 
Funded by the Lilly Foundation, the 
series allows the college to bring in 
national and international experts on 
featured topics. Each year, the college 
chooses a theme for the series. Themes 
to date have included “Epidemiology 
of Selected Parasitic Diseases,” 
“Pre-harvest Food Safety,” and “The 
Optimization of Antimicrobial 
Therapy.” The approximately $5,000 
annually provided by Lilly covers four 
to five speakers each year. In addition 
to the seminars, college faculty get a 
chance to meet one-on-one with the 
experts. They also get to meet with 
scientists from Eli Lilly who attend as 
well as present some of the seminar. 
Drs. Doug Feller and Dan Snyder of 
Eli Lilly have been instrumental in de­
veloping the seminar series.
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• Dr. Deoki Tripathy, veterinary 
pathobiology, has been appointed as 
a member of the editorial board of 
Avian Diseases for 1995-96 based on 
his achievements and reputation in the 
poultry health field. The publication, 
sponsored by the American Association l 
of Avian Pathologists, is nationally and 
internationally recognized for its 
scientific rigor and relevance.
• Laura Gumprecht and Geof Smith,
graduate students in veterinary patho­
biology (pathology), received 
Society of Toxicology Graduate 
Student Travel Awards based on 
abstracts they submitted. The awards 
paid their way to the society’s annual 
meeting in Anaheim, California on 
March 9-14, 1996.
• Dr. Joe DiPietro, associate dean 
for research, has been selected to the 
United States Pharmacopeial Conven- : 
tion, Inc.’s Veterinary Medicine 
Advisory Panel. The standard term is 
five years. As a member of the panel,
he reviews monographs on veterinary 
drugs and helps set standards for drug 
usage. The panel meets once a year 
to discuss new monographs and each 
fall, publishes the monographs for 
practitioner use.
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An Illinois researcher hopes that 
what first emerged as an interesting 
characteristic of a component of coal 
will revolutionize the way the medical 
profession can diagnose oxygen-related 
living tissue problems.
Those problems encompass diseases 
related to blood supply or oxygen 
deprivation, including hepatic function 
in livers, the effects of anti-hypertensive 
drugs, the effects of viruses and antibi­
otics, and possibly even evaluation 
of tumors.
While studying acid rain some years 
ago, Dr. Robert Clarkson, currently 
an associate professor in radiology at 
the veterinary college, discovered that 
fusinite, a component of coal, is very 
sensitive to oxygen. When Dr. Clarkson 
presented this trait at a scientific meet­
ing, another researcher approached 
him and suggested they explore the 
use of fusinite in studying oxygen 
levels in living tissues.
Dr. Clarkson, who is a leader in 
electron paramagnetic resonance
(EPR), accepted the challenge. His 
background in imaging coal proved 
helpful when imaging living tissues. 
Both are complex, or in other words, 
made of a conglomerate of substances.
He and his collaborators eventually 
formulated their own fusinite.
The synthetic version had the same 
oxygen-reporting qualities. It was also 
biologically inert (which meant no 
inflammation or rejection by tissues) 
and long-lasting (it remained operative 
for the life of the animal).
Once the substance is inserted in 
tissue, they found it provides accurate 
feedback on oxygen levels in that tissue 
via magnetice resonance scans. Unlike 
biopsies or electrode sensors, the 
technique is not invasive after the ini­
tial insertion. As a result, Dr. Clarkson 
believes that oxygen readings are more 
true to life. Measurements are taken 
based on what is actually present in 
the tissue at that time. Other methods 
look at how much oxygen is with­
drawn from a site, which leaves the 
test open to osmosis of oxygen from 
neighboring tissues.
“The microparticles don’t consume 
oxygen, they just report on it,”
Dr. Clarkson notes. “They just tell 
you what they see; they don’t buy or
sell anything in the environment they 
enter, so the medical applications 
could be quite significant.”
Currendy, magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) is being used to look 
for structural morphology. Researchers j  
are focusing on finding better ways 
to use the technology to measure oxy- | 
gen concentrations in tissues of living ; 
animals. Dr. Clarkson envisions 
eventually being able to look for 
functional morphology.
“We want to find abnormalities 
before they turn into diseases,” he says, i 
“Then we can contain health costs by 
keeping patients healthy, rather than 
treating disease. Focusing on prevention 
can beat the skyrocketing costs of 
health care.”
Dr. Clarkson is enthused about the | 
interdisciplinary nature of this new 
technology. He collaborates with 
clinicians at the veterinary college, 
with researchers on the university 
campus, and with scientists from 
around the world.
His research is funded by the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
the Department of Energy, and the 
Illinois Council on Food and Agricul­
tural Research (C-FAR). ■
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